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from Paganism and the Christian, Jewish, and Samaritan doctrines. He
strove in all things to rival Christ. His journey to Rome will be mentioned
in the life of St Peter. St Philip had the affliction, amidst the spiritual
success of his ministry, to see the hypocrisy of this monster, and the havoc
of souls made by his impiety and blasphemies. Christ himself was pleased
to suffer much contradiction in his doctrine, to teach his disciples patience
and meekness under the like trials from the obstinacy of impenitent sinners.
If their labours were always successful, where would be the crown of
their patience?

St Philip was probably still at Samaria when an angel appearing to
him, ordered him to go southward to a road that led from Jerusalem to
Gaza. There he found an Ethiopian eunuch, one of the principal officers
in the court of Queen Candace, and her high treasurer who, being a Jew,
had made a religious visit to the temple and was then on his road home-
wards. Such was his affection to the sacred writings that he was reading
the prophecy of Isaiah as he was travelling in his chariot. The passage
on which he was meditating happened to be that1 in which the prophet,
speaking of the passion of Christ, says he was led like a sheep to the
slaughter; that his humiliation was crowned, his ignominious condemnation
being taken away by the glory of his resurrection; for who can explain
his eternal generation or the glorious resurrection of his humanity, which
is as it were a second miraculous birth. St Philip expounded to him
this text, which the eunuch did not understand, instructed him perfectly
in the faith, and baptized him. After which the eunuch, returning home
full of joy, became the apostle and catechist of Ethiopia, his country, as
St Jerom assures us 2 from Eusebius. The Abyssinians to this day regard
him as their apostle. As for St Philip, when he had baptized his illustrious
convert, he was conveyed by God to Azotus, where he published the gospel,
and in all the other towns in his way to Caesarea, the place of his ordinary
residence. Twenty-four years afterwards St Paul, when he came thither in
58, lodged in his house. His four daughters were virgins and prophetesses.3
St Jerom says they preserved their virginity by vow, or at least out of
devotion.4 The same father thinks their gift of prophecy was the re-
compense of their chastity.* St Philip probably died at Csesarea. It was
the Apostle St Philip who died at Hierapolis, whose death and daughters
some have confounded with the deacon's*

Tk* foUfitmng feasts are celebrated on June 6:

ST CLAUD*, Archbishop of Besancon, the model and oracle of the clergy of that place ; he
died in 703: ST GUDWALL, Bishop, bom in Cornwall, consecrated to God from his cradle: ST
JAKLATH, who studied under St Benignns; honoured as the Patron of Tuam on this day, in
Mand; ST NOBBBRT, Archbishop of Madgeboure, founder of the Premonstratensian Order;
s bom near Cteves, 1080; turned from a worldly life by a thunderstorm, he became a fervent
* of God, renowned for wisdom, holiness, and ansterity: and ST PHILIP THB DEACON.
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